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QULESTION time
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BEFORE YOU BEGIN:
WIAT TO ASK
YOURSELF

What do | want from my new
kitchen?

Before vou start planning a new design, ask
vourselFwhat the function of the new arca
will be. That might seem obvious being it's
akitchen, but how youuse the space will
determine notonly the lavout, butalse
whether you need an extension or could
simply reconfigure the space, and what type
of lavout and firtings vou include.

“So often, people pursue what they think
looks lilea great idea or what others are
doing, without considering iFicwill work

and cater w the needs and requitements that
they have,” says Nathan of Nathan Kingshury
Diesign. “Its much more fruitful and so
important to carehully consider what exactly it
is that you need. Ask yvoursell how vou'll use
the space, what must you be able to do in the
Kitchen, how many people will be in the space
at any given time and what are the constraines
with the current Kitchen that you've lived with
or noticed you need to overcome.”

What's my budget?

[aving a good idea of exacthy what budget
vou have will help vou determine your
nom-nesotiables, *This is a vital starting
point when deciding on a new kitehen as it
determines to the desioner where to begin
when discussing materials, appliances and
more,” says Alex Main, director at The Main
Company. “IF vou haven't decided on a budget,
its worth sitting down and planning this
ahead of speaking to a designer as changing
the budget constanty throughout the design
process can be lengthy, meaning potential
delavs to your kitchen refurbishment.”

What do | like about my current
kitchen?

Learning from the parts of your existing
kitchen that worls For vou fand, fikeaise, doni
ok so well) can give us greater insightinto
what we want to include going forward, “If
vou've moved into a new home and want to
replace your kitchen, spend time (hefore vou
spend money) working out how vou intend
to use it,” sayvs Grace King of Studio Rey,
“This decision making will ensure you don't
spend money on a space that looks great but
doesn't work efficiently for you. For example,
asl yourselFif you often fll your full-size
dishwasher or double fridge-freczer, or it you
downsize and allow for more storage
Do vou have lots of bulky items that are
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THE QUESTIONS YOU
SHOULD BE ASKING
YOUR DESIGNER

Can you show me previous
projects?

Asking to see vour designer’ portfolio prior
to vou bringing them on board is key, so you
can see previous projects theyve completed
and getan understanding of wheecher they're
the right person for the job. "By doing this
vou'll gain a clear idea of their design stvle and
capabilitics,” says Charlie Smallbone, founder
ol Ledbury Studio, “Ask about any challenges
they faced during those projects and how they
overcame them, This can give vou a sense of
their problem-solving skills and whether they
can handle any potential obstacles that might
come up during vour kitchen renovation.”

What would you recommend for
my kitchen?

Onee vou have a clear idea of vour budget and
some of the factors you want to include, it's
wise to tallk 1o your Kitchen designer so you
can hat ideas around and benefic from their
experience. They 'l likely know about the
latest technology in appliances or whether
there’s a better way vou could save space or
add storage. They should also be able to el
vou more about the materials and surfaces
vou're choosing, with advice on the pros
and cons, from countertops to cabinetry.
“Asl designers which surfaces they prefer
and why," sungests Oliver Webb, divector at
Cullifords. “Ifit's a big Kicchen design chain,
be careful not to be pushed into produces
that head office wanes the designers to push
~ instead, make sure vou are given all the
options available to allow vou to find the right
material and stvle for vou.”

Are you able to coordinate and
oversee the project from design
to installation?

Its important to know what vour designer
can and cannot undertake for you, and what
vou as the client will be responsible for.
“TEyou don't feel entirely confident, then
commissioning the services ol a local architect
or interior designer would be wise,” says
Clare. “While these services will be an extra
cost, chances are vour experienced specialist
will guide you scamlessly through the process
pastmany (potentially far more costly)
picfalls along the way. Plus, designers are
olten able to negotiate preferential rates from
Kitchen supplicrs ~ so you may just get both

1 and specialist for the same budget!”
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