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After a new kitchen? Laurie Davidson
explores what you should be asking
vourself before taking the plunge...

he decision has
been made: you'd
like a new kitchen
and can't wait to start poring
over paint che
out tiles. B
however, there
important questions
should be asking bo
vourself and your kitchen
designer, From where to
start to what you should
include, to how long it takes
and what the price will
e uncovered the
queries you should be
concerned with - and why.
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above Ledbury
Stredin ereated a
light and spacious
Kitehen-diner in
anorth London
Basement.

left Patagonia,
from Laminam'y
porcelain-surface [
Naturali Series, is a
great way o create
impact in vour
kitchen. Prices start

from L4300 per sq m,

right Lok luna
Handmade Lifford

range in White Oak,

Pearl & Midnight
from £11,510,
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THE QUESTIONS YOU
SHOULD BE ASKING
YOUR DESIGNER

Can you show me previous
projects?

Asking o see vour designer's portolio prior

to you bringing them on board is key, sovou
can see previous projects they've completed
and get an understanding of whether they're
the right person for the job. “By doing this
vou'll gain a clear idea of their design stvle and
capabilities,” savs Charlic Smallbone, founder
of Ledbury Studio, “Ask about any challenges
they facee during those projects and how they
overcame them, This can give vou a sense ol
their problem-solving skills and whether they
can handle any potential obstacles that might
come up during vour kitcchen renovadion.”

What would you recommend for
my kitchen?

Onee you have a clear idea of your budget and
some of the factors you want to include, its
wise to talle to your kitchen designer so you
can bat ideas around and benefit from their
experience. They'THikely know about the
latest technology in appliances or whether
there's a better way vou could save space or
add storage. They should also be able o tell
vou more about the materials and surfaces
vou're choosing, with advice on the pros
and cons, from countertops to cabinetry,
“Asl designers which surfaces they prefer
and why,” suggeses Oliver Webb, director at
Cullifords. "Ifit’s a big Kitchen design chain,
be careful not to be pushed into products
that head oifice wants the designers o push
- instead, make sure vouare given all the
options available to allow you to find the right
material and style for vouw.”

Are you able to coordinate and
oversee the project from design
to installation?

It’s important to know what vour designer
can and cannot undertalie for you, and what
vou as the client will be responsible for.

“If vou don't feel entirelv confident, then
commissioning the services of a local architect
or interior designer would be wise,” says
Clare, "While these services will be an extra
cost, chanees are your experienced specialist
will guide you seamlessly through the process
past many (potentially Far more costly)
pitfalls along the way. Plus, designers are
often able to negotiate preferential rates from
kitchen supplicrs - so vou may just set hoth
1and specialist for the same budged!”
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What are the cosis?

You may have a figure in vour head that you're
prepared wespend, but its wise to find outif
theres any way you can save money and where
the costs are going to be, "It may be vou're
designing a kitchen that’s not for your forever
home, and want to know what sorcwill vield

the best retail value,” savs Rebeeca Noles,

desi

on director at John Lewis of Hungerford.
It also good o know what your designer
charges - do they charge for their design
service, for example, oris ita free service
where the designs can only be viewed in store?
“It's useful t he able t take your designs
home to discuss with others, plus your
supplicr should feel confident enough in their
]ﬂ'Uf.lL'lL'[ Loy 1'||Ii]‘|\' )T n Loy l.'“”]l).'ll-l..' !!'I"il.‘i.'.‘i \\"ill]
other suppliers before expecting vou to come

to a decision onwho to buy from,” says Clare,

Does the price include
installation?

“In terms of budgets, all final prices should
include installation,” says Rebecea, “However,
if you're configuring a new space = for example
turning your old dining room into a kitchen
or installing a Kitchen in an exeension - then
vou'll need to consider extra building costs on

top of your kitchen design and installation.”

How long will it take for my
kitchen to be fitted?

The timeline and project management are
important aspects to discuss, “Ask your
designer for a rough estimate of how long the
project will take and any factors that mighe
affeet this timeline,” advises Charlie, “Also,
understand who will manage the contractors,
delivery of materials, and any unexpected

issues that may arise.”

above [nspired by
Scandinavian and
Nordic design, Nofte
Kitelens” new Artline
range features luted
frone detailing that
offers natural heauty and
conterporary flair,

below havanagh
colleetion in Nightshade
E Fink Dusk, Tim
Foseley, from £25,000).
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